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 Introduction ============ As a signatory of the UN Convention on Biological Diversity, the European Union (EU) aims to take its obligations and to fulfil its commitments as regards the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity in a sustainable manner, both on its own territory and in its external relations. The EU's international obligations and commitments include but are not
limited to:---Article 2 of the Convention on Biological Diversity, which states that no State may permit activities that damage the diversity of biological life in the world;---Article 3 of the Convention on Biological Diversity, which states that no State may authorize activities that involve the use of alien biological resources, including the establishment of a free trade zone in biological

resources;---Article 6 of the Convention on Biological Diversity, which states that states have an obligation to protect and sustainably manage biological resources by integrated planning and management at regional, national and local levels, through the implementation of a national strategy;---Article 9 of the Convention on Biological Diversity, which states that a State that has implemented its national
strategy shall have the right to maintain, manage and develop its biological resources in a manner that is consistent with the conservation of biological diversity;---Article 12 of the Convention on Biological Diversity, which states that parties shall take action to prevent and eliminate trade in and the introduction of alien plants and animals into their territory for the purpose of trade or other economic
activities. These obligations are of specific importance to the EU's Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). CAP has a dual objective of ensuring food security and environmental sustainability (EFSA, [2009](#efs25389-bib-0001){ref-type="ref"}). These objectives are directly related to ensuring the supply of high‐quality food and environmental protection and sustainability. The EU's commitment to
these objectives (the so‐called Common Agricultural Policy) includes the prevention of any loss of biodiversity, as biodiversity is essential to sustainable development (Biodiversity: Guiding principles for decision‐making. COM, [2010](#efs25389-bib-0005){ref-type="ref"}). For its part, the EU is committed to environmental sustainability and has several mechanisms in place to promote and ensure

the achievement of sustainable development for the EU's environment. The most important of these mechanisms is the European Union (EU) Emission Trading System (EU‐ETS). EU‐ETS was created to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases (GHGs) to protect the climate. It is a market‐based approach for 82157476af
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